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Saskatchewan Partnership for Arts Research

• formed 2012 for research to 
support evidence-based 
programming and policy-making 
for the arts

• Project: Understanding the Arts 
Ecology of Saskatchewan.
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Saskatchewan Partnership for Arts Research

Funded by a $200,000 grant from the 
Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council of Canada 
(SSHRC), and contributions from the 
SPAR partners :

• Saskatchewan Arts Alliance 
(SAA)

• Saskatchewan Arts Board

• SaskCulture

• University of Regina
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SPAR Mandate

• Scientifically gather primary data on Saskatchewan 

• Study the arts as an ecosystem in Saskatchewan 

• artists and the public 

• better understanding of how artists create and 
work on a daily basis

• Connections, Networks, Community interaction

• Needs/access
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SPAR Surveys: April & May 2014

Artist Survey

First comprehensive survey of 
artists across the spectrum of the 
arts in Saskatchewan. 

Survey of the Public

Open to Saskatchewan Residents 
over 18 years of age
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Articles, Reports, Presentations, etc. available online: www2.uregina.ca/spar
Data in this presentation is from SPAR data, unless otherwise stated

http://www2.uregina.ca/spar/


The Important Connection 
between the Arts and Education

In our survey responses, there were many references to the 
importance of the arts and education.

This has emerged as one of the most important areas of 
further research.
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SPAR Artists = 72% held a B.A. or higher

Other Education Numbers

Holding an 
undergraduate 
degree or 
higher: 

• 84% of Waging Culture respondents (2008 survey of Canadian visual artists)

• 44% of Canadian artists (Kelly Hill, with NHS data)

• 15% of the Saskatchewan population, 15 & older (StatsCan, NHS data)

• 21% of the Canadian population (StatsCan, NHS data)

Artists’ Connections with Education
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Artists’ Highest Level of Education (n=344) Percent

Graduate/Professional Degree (e.g., PhD, MA MFA, MD, DVM...) 33.4

Undergraduate University Degree 38.4

College, Technical or Trade School Diploma, Certificate... 15.1

Current or Otherwise Incomplete Undergraduate Studies at... 7.6

High School Diploma 4.9

Less than a High School Diploma 0.6

Total (n=344) 100
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Artists’ Connections with Education 
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Approx. 75% report some teaching or mentoring

24.2%

51.6%

11.2%
8.3%

2.7% 2.1%

none 0-9 10-19 20-29 30-39 40 or over

Hours devoted to teaching and/or mentorship, per week (N=341)



Artists’ Connections with Education 

Income from Creative Work

96.8% (n=334) of respondents reported income from creative work
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Artists’ Connections with Education 
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Artists’ Connections with Education 

Income from All Sources

55.3% (n=188) of respondents derived income from employment 
outside the arts and culture
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Artists’ Connections with Education 
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Artists’ Connections with Education 

Artist Work Week

Artists were clear: work times vary widely from week to week
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Artists’ Connections with Education 
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37.5%

9.7%

5.0%
8.8%

10.6%
14.5% 13.9%

not
otherwise
employed

less than 5 5-9 10-19 20-29 30-39 40 or over

Work Outside of Creative 
Practice

Hours per week (N=339)

7.3%

14.1%

21.7% 22.0%

12.3%

22.6%

less than 5 5-9 10-19 20-29 30-39 40 or over

Creative Practice
Hours per week (N=341)



Artists’ Connections with Education 
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“Average” time devoted to…

Creative Practice 24½ hrs/wk

Work Outside Creative Practice 16    hrs/wk

Teaching/Mentorship in Creative Discipline 8    hrs/wk

Total 48½ hrs/wk



Artists’ Connections with Education 
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Artists’ Connections with Education 

The arts and artists’ work was important to: 

“Formal or informal education at the elementary, 
secondary and post-secondary levels”
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Artist Survey Respondents:

87% important

Public Survey Respondents:

96% important



Public connection to arts through education

•51 reported having 
children (under 25) 

•42 reported that their 
children participated in 
the arts. 
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Public Survey 

Respondents



Artists’ Connections with Education 

In a 2015 survey of Canadian Parents (% agreed)…

Parents value 
the arts.

Source: Strategic Council, 
Building the Case for 
Business Support of the 
Arts: A Study 
Commissioned by Business 
for the Arts, Feb.2015.

…The arts help children:
• be more expressive (87%)
• develop a better understanding of 

themselves and others (75%)
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Artists’ Connections with Education 

In a 2015 survey of Canadian Parents (% agreed)…

Parents value 
the arts.

Source: Strategic Council, 
Building the Case for 
Business Support of the 
Arts: A Study 
Commissioned by Business 
for the Arts, Feb.2015.

… Engaging children in the arts:
• helps them be more creative and expressive 

(84%)

• is important for their overall development 
(83%)

• gives children more confidence (81%)
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Artists’ Connections with Education 

The same study surveyed large Canadian businesses. 

83% of large CDN 
businesses 
surveyed agreed:

Source: Strategic Council, 
Building the Case for 
Business Support of the 
Arts: A Study 
Commissioned by Business 
for the Arts, Feb.2015.

"Arts education has a positive effect 
on the lives of children and youth" 
and is an important reason for 
supporting the arts
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Artists’ Connections with Education 

“Innovative and high quality arts education programs have a 
direct impact on students’ ability to learn, and to be creative. 

Individuals who are successful innovators have higher than 
normal exposure to the arts.”

• C. Brooke Dobni, in Achieving Growth through Innovation: The Role of Arts 
Education in Supporting Economic Sustainability, Saskatchewan Arts Alliance 
2014.
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Artists’ Connections with Education 

• “The students in school today are the 21st century learners 
we’ve talked about for so long, and it behooves us to ensure 
that they acquire – through studies in the STEM subjects 
and the arts, through curriculum and partnerships with the 
professional arts community – the skills and abilities that 
will make them the future innovators of Saskatchewan”

• Dianne Warren, Future Innovators: Developing Creativity Through K-12 Arts 
Education in Saskatchewan Schools, Saskatchewan Arts Alliance 2016.

24

http://www.artsalliance.sk.ca/resources-and-tools/studies-and-facts/2016/1663


Artists’ Connections with Education 

• LaMore, et.al. “Arts and Crafts: Critical to Economic Innovation” Economic 
Development Quarterly, 2013 27: 221.

25

http://punya.educ.msu.edu/cep818/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Economic-Development-Quarterly-2013-LaMore-221-9.pdf


Connections and Networks 
are Important to Artists
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Education and networking

Artists ranked networking & 
informal-connections as 
important.

We developed a new variable: 

“network density”

Photo: City of Saskatoon

27



Education and networking

“It's clear that higher 
networking is correlated with 
higher levels of education but 
we can't determine what is 
affecting what… 

Also worth mentioning, newly-
graduated had the highest 
networking density.”

- Sam Hage, SPAR researcher 
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Orgs to which Artists are 
connected



Education and networking

“I wish there were more ways for established 
artists to connect with emerging artists 
outside of a university setting.”

- SPAR artist respondent
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Benefits of arts ed to society

“Arts are so important to every part of society. In the past 
Saskatchewan has been an amazing place to be a creative person. I 
have always been proud to say I am from Saskatchewan, mostly 
because of the amazing writers, artists and other creative people and 
work that have come from here…” 

• SPAR Public Survey Respondent
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Benefits of arts ed to society

“… I have been alarmed to see the support and understanding of the 
importance of the arts in Saskatchewan eroding...

What does it matter if we make billions from resources and 
agriculture if the society being built does not value our story or 
storytellers? 

Art is life and we need it to be properly supported.” 

• Same SPAR Public Survey Respondent 
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Potential Benefits to arts ecosystem

“There is a severe lack of opportunities for emerging and 
mid-career artists and makers to get together in 
collaborative settings. 

The transfer of knowledge, ideas and learning is immense…

Increased opportunities for collaboration and learning may 
also encourage young artists to see potential for careers in 
the arts.”

- SPAR artist respondent
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Potential Benefits to arts ecosystem
“The arts community in 

Saskatchewan is very much a 
word-of-mouth, networking 
community. 

It is very hard for 
newcomers to 
Saskatchewan to break into 
the arts community 
successfully without a 
strong network in place. ” 

- SPAR artist respondent
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Image by artist Jinzhe Cui 
Interpretation of 19th St. Public Art, Saskatoon 



Potential Benefits to arts ecosystem

“I see the internet as a great way to still find opportunities, 
but I have made the greatest leap forwards with my career 
when I have been able to collaborate and be inspired by 
local people doing the same thing as I am or that I aspire to 
do.”

-SPAR Artist Respondent
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Potential Benefits to arts ecosystem

“Lack of rehearsal space for small/new groups (pressure on 
finance at universities, OHS, etc). Lack of studio/working 
space for leaving projects set up to work on.”

-SPAR Artist Respondent
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Potential Benefits to arts ecosystem

Focus groups & interviews indicate (so far) 
that newcomers and young and/or 
emerging artists might face challenges 
connecting with existing structures, 
organizations, and groups.
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Potential Benefits to arts ecosystem

On connecting young/emerging artists beyond the academy (1/2):

How many 18 year-olds can you go and be like, “Hey do you know 
who the head of the Saskatchewan Arts Board is? Can you name one 
person that works for them?” 

No, you won’t be able to find anybody. 

But you go and ask any arts educator in the faculty of fine arts… “Oh 
yes, I can name so and so, I can name so and so.” 

I think it is the lack of connection…
• SPAR interviewee
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Potential Benefits to arts ecosystem

On connecting young/emerging artists beyond the academy (2/2):

I didn’t even know what the Arts Board was, really, until probably 
2005… Regina was the multicultural capital of Canada and I 
performed in City Hall… 

It was like, “Here is a cheque from the Arts Board.” 

I am like, “What is the Arts Board?” 

And you know I would have really been interested in knowing what 
the Arts Board was prior to that.

• (same) SPAR interviewee
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Concerns and Anxieties
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Concerns/Anxieties

“… loss of arts funding – cuts to education which 
result in loss of arts programming in school and 
universities, which in turn has sent students to other 
provinces for arts education in all fields of the Fine 
Arts. As a result […] the loss of dozens of established 
professional artists to provinces and cities across 
Canada.”

• SPAR Artist Respondent
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Concerns/Anxieties

SPAR’s interviews and consultations reveal

Arts Ed as core curriculum 

is not generally available on reserve schools.
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Concerns/Anxieties

• Universities are important to SPAR respondents. 

• Respondents also expressed concerns/doubts about the Universities 
ongoing ability to maintain that importance.
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Concerns/Anxieties

“The universities are consistently weakening the 
ARTS in favour of the sciences, etc.”

• SPAR Artist Respondent
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Concerns/Anxieties

“Funding cuts to the University of Saskatchewan and 
the closing of the Emma Lake Kenderdine Campus 
has very negatively affected my creative practice.”

• SPAR Artist Respondent
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Concerns/Anxieties

“Funding has been cut, university programs in the 
arts being cut or disappearing not growing.”

• SPAR Artist Respondent
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Evidence Supporting Anxieties…
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Fine Arts and Arts Education Resources at Saskatchewan 
Universities, 1995-2015

A report prepared for the Saskatchewan Arts Alliance
(report available here)

by Paul Gingrich

paul.gingrich@uregina.ca 

http://www.artsalliance.sk.ca/resources-and-tools/studies-and-facts/2015/1614


Number of Fine Arts faculty positions (Gingrich 2015)
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Fine arts enrolment (Gingrich 2015)
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Budget – Faculty of Fine Arts and URegina (Gingrich 2015)

Budget year

Faculty of Fine Arts 
budget in millions of 

dollars

University of 
Regina, 

millions of
current dollars

Fine Arts 
percentage

of U of R 
budgetCurrent 

dollars
Constant

2002 dollars

1995-1996 3.6 4.2 72.4 5.0

2001-2002 3.7 3.8 80.7 4.6

2015-2016 6.3 4.8 192.5 3.3



Budgets of fine arts depts., University of Saskatchewan, 
and as percentage of Total University Budget, 2008-2015
(Gingrich 2015)

50

3,000

3,500

4,000

4,500

5,000

5,500

0.5

0.55

0.6

0.65

0.7

0.75

0.8

0.85

0.9

0.95

1

2008-
2009

2009-
2010

2010-
2011

2011-
2012

2012-
2013

2013-
2014

2014-
2015

Fine arts 
departments 

Budgets, 
thousands of 

current dollars

Fine arts budget 
total as a 

percentage of 
total University 

budget

Year



Summary of evidence to support concerns

• Identified concerns
• Decline in fine arts undergraduate enrolments
• Shift of budget away from fine arts

• Decline in U of R Fine Arts faculty numbers and enrolment 

• Emma Lake Kenderdine campus closed
• (Gingrich 2015)
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Questions for Discussion

•Does this reflect your reality and/or that of 
your organization?

•What additional perspectives can you bring 
to the relationship between the provincial 
arts ecosystem and education?
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Questions for Discussion

•Weaknesses/challenges:
•Who are the players that can address them?
•What do they need to do?

•We welcome written follow-up.
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Thank You

Contact Us:
Website:
www2.uregina.ca/spar/

SPAR Office:
446 Administration Humanities Bldg
University or Regina

Email: spar@uregina.ca

Telephone: (306) 337-3165

Fax: 306-585-5530

Mailing Address:
c/o Department of Theatre
University of Regina
Regina, SK S4S 0A2

54

mailto:spar@uregina.ca


Future 

• Multi-year SSHRC Partnership 
Grant Application for $2.5 
million over 7 years (submitted 
Nov. 1, 2016)

• Expand the work of SPAR across 
the prairies and includes 
provincial, national, and 
international partners.
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