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Research Findings Summary

Researchers discovered that each region is different and had unique results.  In all four regions, 
researchers and graduate students used GIS mapping, interviews and focus groups to answer the 
project's three foundational research questions: 1. What are the needs of women living in rural and 
northern regions of Canada?  Women in rural and northern areas have needs similar to those in urban 
areas; 2. What are the barriers that women face in meeting these needs?  IPV is situated in a context that
includes cultural attitudes towards violence, the legacy of colonization and poverty.  Across the four 
regions, geography, transportation, and communication are three of the problems in rural and northern 
communities that are not seen in urban areas; 3. How do we create and sustain non-violent communities
in these regions?  Education, especially for children and youth, was found to be the primary requirement
needed to foster healthy communities.

In ALBERTA, principal findings provide an understanding of intimate partner violence (IPV) 
community response that meets the needs of women in four areas: protective factors that harness 
personal and external resources; informal supports that include family, friends, and community 
members drawn from cultural, faith-based, and business organizations; formal services that leverage 
professional services across communities; and contextual influences that reveal how sub-population 
diversity, environment, and geography affect the daily life of women in rural and northern Alberta.

In MANITOBA, although services and supports have been developed for women who experience 
intimate partner violence, the needs of many women who live in rural and northern areas are not 
adequately met. Under these circumstances women "make do" by seeking safety with whatever means 
are available to them. The current response to intimate partner violence is primarily reactive rather than 
proactive and there is multi-system involvement without recognition of the whole. Strategies used to 
seek safety from violence are influenced by the unique context of rural and northern communities. This 
context includes (a) remoteness and isolation; (b) community politics; (c) lack of housing; (d) lack 
of/limitations of services and resources; and (e) lack of transportation.

Although the NORTWEST TERRITORIES reports violence against women nine times higher than the 
national average, there is little knowledge about family violence. In this study, the researchers 
explicated a grounded theory entitled "Our Hands are Tied" as the central problem in the community 
response to intimate partner violence. Three processes were identified: putting up with violence, 
shutting up about violence, and getting on with life. An action plan to address these issues includes 
knowledge mobilization, education, assessment and screening, a coordinated response, and community 
healing.

In SASKATCHEWAN, the research project determined that family violence is generational and 
therefore services need to target the entire family and from an early age.  There are no non-legal 
responses to family violence, and the patriarchal model of the family has meant the sufferer faces 
homelessness and poverty.  Suggestions to mitigate these challenges include removing the perpetrator 
from home and community rather than the sufferer, and providing local safe houses and cool-off 
houses.
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Success/Hindrance Factors

Rank

1

2

3

Factor

Team collaboration

SSHRC Funding

List any additional factors that facilitated your research.

In-kind support of universities and not for profit organizations

FactorRank

Release time (i.e. employment)1

Availability of/access to data2

3

Collaborating with police services was problematic at first
List any additional difficulties you confronted in your research.

Indicate whether the following factors contributed or caused difficulties in achieving your research.
Success Factors -Indicate and rank up to 3 factors that contributed most to the success of your research.

Hindrance Factors - Indicate and rank up to 3 factors that most hindered your research.
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Impacts

In which one of the following areas will your research have the most impact?

Assess - as well as you can under present circumstances - the current and/or potential impacts of the research on which you are
reporting. Answer the questions below using the response scale provided.

Development of policies
and programs

Possibly

The project included community partners from shelters, health centres, nursing stations, women's and 
family centres, child and family services, counselling and outreach centres, Victim Services, addictions,
mental health and the RCMP. Working with front line workers from these services in the collection of 
data, we have presented our results at RESOLVE Research Days and directly with services.

Please add any further comments or examples on current impacts of the research on which you are reporting. 

Will your research have an impact on our understanding of culture (broadly understood), e.g., of 
literature, art, history, anthropology, cultural criticism, etc.?

Will your research have an impact on our understanding of social issues and social development? Definitely

Will your research have an impact on our understanding of economic development, policies or 
practices? 

Definitely

Will your research have an impact on public policy debate? Definitely

Will your research have an impact on teaching (e.g., development of new courses) or professional 
practice? Definitely

Will your research have an impact on the development of new research methodologies? Possibly

Will your research have an impact in other disciplines? Definitely

Will your research have an impact on international collaboration? Not applicable

Have your research findings been disseminated to an academic audience? 

Have your research findings been disseminated to decision-makers in the public, private and 
not-for-profit sectors? 

Have your research findings been disseminated to the general public? 

Have your research findings for this project contributed to – or will it contribute to – enhancing accessible
research infrastructure (e.g., collections of materials, Web sites, data bases, networks, etc.)? 

Definitely

Definitely

Definitely

Possibly
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SSHRC will use the data collected to analyze trends in research, provide statistics on outcomes and results, and help us promote funded
research. For each category provided, enter the number of students and non-students you have hired with this SSHRC grant.

Undergraduate

Masters

Doctoral

Non-students

Postdoctoral

Other (e.g., technician, professional research associate, etc.)

Canadian Foreign

Canadian Foreign

16

8

4

0

7

0

0

3

0

0

Promotional Activities
Do you or your university have, or have access to, any items or materials about your research team
or your research in progress that SSHRC could use in promoting social sciences and humanities
research? This could include photographs, press releases, articles in periodicals and Web site postings.

NoYes

Your Comments

We welcome your comments and suggestions for improving our service. SSHRC staff will pass your feedback on to the various sections and 
will also endeavour to respond to your comments directly.

Support provided by SSHRC staff (i.e., technical and programs).

New SSHRC web-based form.

Very satisfied

Very satisfied

Response time for web forms help. Very satisfied

Easy access (e.g. SSHRC web site). Very satisfied

As we strive to provide the best possible service to our community, we count on you to let us know how we are doing.
On the basis of your own experience, please select the response that best describes your satisfaction with the following
aspects of services that SSHRC provides.

Students
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Responding to intimate partner violence; Challenges faced among service providers in rural and 
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Wuerch, M.; Zorn, K.
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Conference paper

Responding to intimate partner violence: Experiences of service providers in rural and northern 
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Wuerch, M.
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Moffitt, P.
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Conference paper
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Conference paper

Responding effectively to intimate partner violence in rural and northern regions of Canada

Hungler, K.; Barton, S.; Brochu, B.; McBride, D.; Letourneau, N.; Mailloux, S.

2015Informed public (formerly - Educated)

Conference paper

Narratives of frontline workers' community response to intimate partner violence in the NWT

Fikowski, H.; Moffitt, P.

2015Informed public (formerly - Educated)
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Conference paper
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Barton, S.; Brochu, B.; McBride, D.; Letourneau, N.; Hungler, K.

2013Informed public (formerly - Educated)

Conference paper

"There's no secrets": Confidentiality as a barrier to seeking help

Fraehlich, C.; N. Leeson

2015Informed public (formerly - Educated)
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833-2010-1010
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Remoteness in the Northwest Territories: A barrier for IPV survivors

Moffitt, P.

2016Informed public (formerly - Educated)

Conference paper

Rural and remote response to intimate partner violence in Canada
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Conference paper

Rural and northern community response to intimate partner violence in Canada

Barton, S.; Brochu, B.; McBride, D.; Letourneau, N.

2012Academic and Other Experts

Conference paper

Rural and northern service provider response to intimate partner violence in Alberta

Hungler, K.; Barton, S.; Brochu, B.; McBride, D.; Letourneau, N.; Mailloux, S.

2015Informed public (formerly - Educated)
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833-2010-1010

Conference paper

Mapping rural and northern response to intimate partner violence

Moffitt, P.; Fikowski , H.

2013Academic and Other Experts
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"Teach them when they're young": Creating change to reduce intimate partner violence in rural and 
northern Manitoba

Fraehlich, C.; Peters, O.

2016Informed public (formerly - Educated)
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833-2010-1010

Conference paper

Narrative of northern community response to intimate partner violence thorugh focus groups and 
disruptive methods

Fikowski, H.; Moffitt, P.

2015Informed public (formerly - Educated)
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Mapping rural and northern community response to intimate partner violence

Moffitt, P.; Fikowski, H.

2016Informed public (formerly - Educated)
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833-2010-1010

Conference paper

Frustration: An exploration of data from service providers for victims of IPV

Zederayko, A.

2014Informed public (formerly - Educated)
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GIS maps of resources from environmental scan

Moffitt, P.; Fikowski, H.

2013Informed public (formerly - Educated)
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833-2010-1010

Conference paper

Finding solutions together: Rural and northern community response to intimate partner violence

Barton, S.; Milford, K.; McBride, D.; Letourneau, N.; Mailloux, S.; Mevawala, A.

2016Academic and Other Experts

Conference paper

Seeking safety in rural and northern regions of Canada

Fraehlich, C.

2014Informed public (formerly - Educated)
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833-2010-1010

Conference paper

Northern community response to intimate partner violence: Perspectives from the Northwest Territories

Moffitt, P.; Fikowski, H.

2013Informed public (formerly - Educated)

Conference paper

Rural and northern community response to intimate partner violence: A focus on qualitative interviews 
with service providers

Barton, S.; Hungler, K.; and Mevawala, A.

2014Informed public (formerly - Educated)
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833-2010-1010

Conference paper

Intimate partner violence in the Canadian Territories

Moffitt, P.; Mauricio, M.
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The contextual issues of intimate partner violence in the Northwest Territories

Moffitt, P.

2014Informed public (formerly - Educated)
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833-2010-1010

Conference paper

Northern community response to intimate partner violence in the Northwest Territories

Moffitt, P.

2014Informed public (formerly - Educated)
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Exploring the service gaps and barriers: Challenges for women who experience IPV in rural and 
northern areas

Fraehlich, C.; Giacomin, G.

2014Informed public (formerly - Educated)
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833-2010-1010

Conference paper

Mapping parameters and gaps: Rural and northern community response to intimate partner violence

Juschka, D.; Hampton, M.

2014Informed public (formerly - Educated)
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Shadows, silence and secrets: A narrative of an isolated community's response to intimate partner 
violence

Moffitt, P.; Fikowski, H.

2015Academic and Other Experts
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833-2010-1010

Conference paper

Rural and northern community response to intiimate partner violence

Moffitt, P.

2014Informed public (formerly - Educated)

Conference paper

Locating qualitative analysis in a community university research alliance focused on intimate partner 
violence

Barton, S.; Hungler, K.; Thummapol, O.; Guimaraes, S.; Preto, R.

2013Academic and Other Experts
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833-2010-1010

Conference paper

Focus Groups: Sharing and intersecting narratives of intimate partner violence in Saskatchewan

Juschka, D.; Giles, K.; Knuttila, E.; Kubik, W.

2015Informed public (formerly - Educated)

Consultancy

Northern community response to intimate partner viollence

Fikowski, H.; Moffitt, P.

2016Community Groups
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833-2010-1010

Educational aid (not covered in a previous category)

Community response to intimate partner violence north of 60 - Safety School Poster

Fikowski, H.; Moffitt, P.

2015General Public

Knowledge Sharing Forum

Examining rural and remote community responses to intimate partner violence

Mailloux, S.; Hungler, K.; Barton, S.; Brochu, B.; McBride, D.; Letourneau, N.

2014Informed public (formerly - Educated)
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833-2010-1010

Medias (e.g. interview, etc.)

Best and worst places to live for women in Canada

Juschka, D.

2014General Public

Medias (e.g. interview, etc.)

Research about intimate partner violence in the Northwest Territories

Moffitt, P.; Fikowski, H.

2016General Public
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833-2010-1010

Newletter/press release/pamphlet

Saskatchewan update: Rural

Zederayko, A.

2014Informed public (formerly - Educated)

Newletter/press release/pamphlet

Rural and northern community response to intimate partner violence, Alberta: Overview of current 
success and recommendations for change

Barton, S.; Hungler, K.; McBride, D.; Letourneau, N.; Mailloux, S.

2016Informed public (formerly - Educated)
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833-2010-1010

Newletter/press release/pamphlet

Rural and northern community response to intimate partner violence, Alberta: Overview of a research 
project and findings

Barton, S.; Hungler, K.; McBride, D.; Letourneau, N.; Mailloux, S.

2016Informed public (formerly - Educated)

Newletter/press release/pamphlet

Rural and northern community response to intimate partner violence

Juschka, D.

2014Academic and Other Experts
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833-2010-1010

Newletter/press release/pamphlet

Investigating community response to intimate partner violence in the Northwest Territories

Moffitt, P.

2014Informed public (formerly - Educated)

Panel

Panel on family violence

Moffitt, P.

2016General Public
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833-2010-1010

Poster Presentation

Creating a rural and northern community response action plan for intimate partner violence across 
Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba and NWT

Barton, S.; Hungler, K.; Brochu, B.; McBride, D.; Letourneau, N.; Thummapol, O.

2013Informed public (formerly - Educated)

Poster Presentation

Cultural transitions in rural and northern Canada: Finding solutions through new care directions for 
women experiencing intimate partner violence

Barton, S.; Milford, K.; McBride, D.; Letourneau, N.; Mailloux, S.; Thummapol, O.

2016Academic and Other Experts
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833-2010-1010

Presentation and Dialogue

Oral presentation and dialogue about intimate partner vilolence in NWT - 4 presentations

Moffitt, P.; Fikowski, H.

2016Professionals/Practitioners

Public lectures or addresses

Women seeking safety in rural and northern regions of Canada (two presentations)

Fraehlich, C.

2015Professionals/Practitioners
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833-2010-1010

Public lectures or addresses

Rural and northern community response to intimate partner violence - project overview

Juschka, D.

2014Academic and Other Experts

Public lectures or addresses

Seeking safety in rural and northern regions of Canada: Rural and northern community response to 
intimate partner violence.

Fraehlich, C.

2014Community Groups
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833-2010-1010

Public lectures or addresses

Women seeking safety in rural and northern regions of Canada

Fraehlich, C.

2015Community Groups
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Nadia's victory normalizes domestic violence
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2015General Public
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833-2010-1010

Radio broadcast

Intimate partner violence in the NWT

Moffitt, P.; Fuller, L.; Phaneuf, L.; Denning, B.

2016General Public

Radio broadcast

Research about intimate partner violence in the Northwest Territories

Moffitt, P.; Fikowski, H.

2016General Public
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833-2010-1010

Reports

Alberta Research Project Report for Provincial Stakeholders: Rual and Northern community response to
intimate partner violence

Barton, S.; McBride, D.; Letourneau, N.; Mailloux, S.; Hungler, K.

2015Policy-Makers

Round Table

Roundtable discussion on intimate partner violence

Moffitt, P.

Decision Makers
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Round Table

Let's talk housing

Moffitt, P.

2016Policy-Makers

Science Showcase

Intimate partner violence in the Northwest Territories

Moffitt, P.
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833-2010-1010

Seminar

Rural and northern response to intimate partner violence

Hampton, M.; Juschka, D.

2015Informed public (formerly - Educated)

Seminar

Examining rural/remote community responses to IPV

Hungler, K.; Mailloux, S.; Barton, S.; Brochu, B.; McBride, D.; Letourneau, N.

2015Policy-Makers
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Seminar
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2015Policy-Makers

Seminar

Rural and northern community response to intimate partner violence

Moffitt, P.

2014Informed public (formerly - Educated)
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833-2010-1010

Seminar

Rural and northern community response to intimate partner violence

Juschka, D.

2016Non Profit Organizations

Seminar

Alberta research project report for provincial stakeholders:: Rural and northern community response to 
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